
Classical Civilisation – Subject Curriculum Statement  

INTENT 
The Classical Civilisation curriculum aims to enthuse and engage learners in various aspects of the 
ancient world and serves a cultural and linguistic purpose in that it exposes students to literary as 
well as visual sources. All Year 9 students are provided with the opportunity to study Classical 
Civilisation as one of their GCSE options, and all students entering Kingsdale’s 6th form may choose 
it as one of their A Level options. Our teachers are keen advocates of their subject and the ancient 
world.  

Once a student has chosen to study Classical Civilisation the provision is in place from year 9 to 
year 13, but it can also be selected as an A Level subject ab initio. The curriculum is designed to 
bring the Classical Civilisation to life at each Key Stage and offers engaging content such as 
cultural projects on Greek mythology, visits to UK based historical sites as well as trips to Greece 
and Rome.  

 

IMPLEMENTATION 
The curriculum allows students to explore diverse topics and some complex themes, allowing them 
to deepen their knowledge about how the ancient Greeks and Romans lived, and broaden their 
analytical skills as to how students extract information about ancient civilisations from sources. At 
KS4 we have chosen to study the units on Myth and Religion, and Mycenaean Greece. The decision 
to study Myth and Religion was made to acknowledge the fact that one of the things that first draws 
students to studying Classical Civilisation is a love of Greek mythology, and so the course is 
immediately engaging for pupils. The breadth of students’ understanding is then further developed 
by introducing the theme of Religion, which students often have very little prior knowledge of. The 
department chose Mycenaean Greece as it provides a pathway into the A Level unit ‘World of the 
Hero’ should students wish to study the subject further. At A Level the department has chosen to 
teach ‘Invention of the Barbarian’ and ‘Politics of the Late Roman Republic’ as optional modules 
alongside the compulsory module ‘World of the Hero’. The curriculum is challenging for the ablest as 
it deals with cultural topics requiring higher order thinking. It gives students the skills they need to 
become independent and promotes skills transferable to a wide range of careers. 
 
The department produces its own high quality resources at both KS4 and KS5. The Head of Subject 
takes responsibility for producing these resources which are then shared with the other teachers in 
the department to ensure consistency in teaching. These draw upon the textbooks produced to meet 
the exam specifications but go beyond these to incorporate a wider range of sources at KS4, and 
further modern scholarship at KS5. These resources therefore go far beyond the minimum 
expectations of the specifications and allow students to broaden their thinking. Lessons are 
differentiated across all years to allow all students access to learning. Students are expected to 
develop familiarity of subject specific terminology and these are pre-taught to students the they are 
confident in using it from the outset. Teachers use a wide range of strategies to suit all learning styles 
and needs. Students are regularly given opportunities to challenge themselves through extension 
tasks and more complex authentic material. Learning walks, book scrutiny and good practice sharing 
ensure consistency across all teachers. 
 

IMPACT 
Pupils from all socio-economic backgrounds enjoy coming to Classical Civilisation lessons and 
actively participate in learning within and outside the classroom. Students in KS4 have a firm 
understanding of core analytical skills that will help them be more independent in their study of 
ancient sources and less reliant teacher led learning. Teachers use online platforms such as Quizlet 
to engage students in the acquisition of subject specific vocabulary, and as retrieval practice for 
previously taught topics. CPD is run effectively within the department to ensure that all staff are kept 
up to date with the latest curriculum developments and can confidently impart the knowledge 
necessary for students to achieve highly. In addition, all staff are encouraged to attend an external 
CPD session each academic year. 
 

 

 


